
June 29, 2016-Joint Public Hearing-Town and Village of Cape Vincent 

Town Supervisor Deb Suller opened the public hearing at 7:00pm at the Cape Vincent Recreation Park 
with Town Councilmen Marty Mason, Ed Bender, Paul Aubertine, Dan Wiley, Mayor Timothy Maloney, 
Trustees Jerry Golden, Joseph Gould and Elisabeth Brennan present.  Trustee Youngs was absent.  
Supervisor Suller welcomed the attendees and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Town Clerk Michelle Bouchard read the public hearing notice.   

The attorney representing the Fire Dept., Mr. Garwood, then gave an explanation of the purpose of the 
public hearing.  The purpose was to take public comment/input from the residents of Cape Vincent.  Mr. 
Garwood also explained how a Joint Fire District functions and expectations of the appointed Fire 
Commissioners.   

Public comment began.  

Comments were as follows: 

 David Bonney:  Concerns of the time constraints and feels that more information is needed 
before the joint fire district is formed.  It is his opinion that a fire district is not needed.  

 Tom Martillotta: Current fire dept. chief, also expressed concerns on time constraints and feels 
more time would help to ensure that all the necessary steps are done correctly.  

 Dan Wiley: Questions the public comments so far, due to his thought that fire dept. was the 
entity that was seeking this joint fire district.   

o Tom Martillotta: Yes, he agreed, but after more thought, members are starting to 
change their opinions.  

 Mayor Maloney: Inquired to members of the audience if the budget and time frames are 
affecting the decisions of the members of the fire dept. 

o Mr. Garwood: The members would have until September 20th to submit a budget.  
 Tom Martillotta:  Inquired from the attorney if a budget guideline could be 

given to the dept. to assist them in creating a budget.  Mr. Garwood stated that 
he can give them a guide and feels that two months is adequate time to create 
a budget.  

 Ron Jacobs: President of the Cape Vincent Fire Department, who is also a CPA, believes that 
creating a budget within the time line is possible. 

 Marty Mason: Inquired about the fire commissioners and how they differ from the current fire 
board.  He also asked about the tax cap and if it impacted the Town’s tax cap.  

o Mr. Garwood: Clarified that the tax levy for the Town will not be impacted by the fire 
district.  The fire district would have its own tax levy and even though it appears on 
Town tax bills, it does not impact the Town’s tax cap.  

 Elisabeth Brennan: Inquired about the deadlines for the budget. 
o Mr. Garwood: The preliminary budget is due by September 20th and then a public 

hearing is held the 3rd Tuesday in October.  The final budget is due November 4th for 
approval.  

 Dan Wiley: Inquired about elections at the end of the commissioner’s terms.  
o Mr. Garwood: Elections are the second Tuesday in December and the elected 

commissioner’s would take office January 1st.  
o Marty Mason: Inquired who pays for the election.  



o Mr. Garwood: Elections can be as simple as paper ballots in a locked box.  All the 
information just needs to be published for the public.  

 Dan Wiley:  Paid position for the Treasurer and/or Secretary? 
o Mr. Garwood: It is the fire district option.  Would be added to the budget if chosen to be 

paid. Some fire districts pay those positions and some do not.  

 Deb Suller: Inquired if fire district not approved are they not compliant with NYS law.  Mr. 
Garwood stated in essence yes.  

 Mary Rupp:  The Village pays the Fire Dept. in August for the yearly agreement; would the 
Village still send the August payment in full?  Mr. Garwood to check into that.  

 Paul Aubertine: Has concerns about adding more tax to residents.  Mr. Garwood stated that he 
has not seen any regrets from anyone moving to a fire district.  The district provides stability.  
Paul Aubertine then asked about fundraising.  Mr. Garwood stated that fundraising won’t go 
away completely.  

 Dan Wiley:  When do the appointments for the Fire Commissioners need to be made?  The 
Boards have until the end of August to appointment the five commissioners.  

August 18, 2016 there will be a public hearing for the dissolution of the Fire Protection tax currently 
charged on Town taxes.  

 Dave Bonney:  Wished that more members had been in attendance of this public hearing, he felt 
this public hearing was very informative and helped answer many questions.  

 Ed Bender:  Has budget experience with fire district and has confidence that the fire dept. will be 
able to create a budget in time.  

 Marty Mason:  Auxiliary members?  Mr. Garwood urged that members of the fire district offer 
membership to the auxiliary and they would be listed as active members but will have different 
job descriptions to cover what they would do.  The monies needed for auxiliary items can also 
be a line item on the budget.  

Ed Bender made the motion to close the public hearing with Marty Mason seconding and all voting yes.  
 
Deb Suller opened the joint Town/Village meeting.  Deb Suller read the resolution to approve the joint 
fire district.  Dan Wiley made the motion to approve the resolution and move forward with the joint fire 
district with Mayor Maloney seconding the motion.  Paul Aubertine spoke about the decision and stated 
the he feels that they should go to a referendum and not a permissive referendum.  Dan Wiley stated 
that he is comfortable with the permissive referendum.  
 
The vote was taken as follows:  
 
Town Supervisor, Deb Suller    Yes 
Councilman Marty Mason        Yes 
Councilman Dan Wiley              Yes 
Councilman Paul Aubertine      No 
Councilman Ed Bender              Yes 
 
Mayor Timothy Maloney       Yes 
Trustee Jerry Golden              Yes 
Trustee Joseph Gould            Yes 
Trustee Elisabeth Brennan    Yes 
Trustee Pamela Youngs         Absent 
 



Trustee Brennan made the motion to adjourn the Village portion of the meeting at 8:15pm with Trustee 
Joseph Gould seconding the motion and all voting yes.  
 
         Respectively submitted,  
 
         Mary E. Rupp, Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 
 
 

 


